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News and Information 

 
Protecting Endangered Fish from Predation 
 
Unique partnerships and clever solutions are leading to 
recovery success for four species of endangered fish in 
Colorado. Visit Colorado Outdoors Online to learn more. 
 
https://coloradooutdoorsmag.com/protecting-endangered-fish-from-
predation/ 

 
 
 

Upcoming Fishing Events and Contests 
 
Fly Fishing at Mueller State Park 
Saturday, July 2 
Learn the basics of fly-fishing with Volunteer Craig. 8 years and up. Equipment provided. Meet at Dragonfly Pond. Learn more 
about this fly fishing event. 
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/pages/calendar.aspx?calid=12049 
 
Learn to Fish at Staunton State Park 
Monday, July 4 and Thursday, July 7 
Registration Required. 
Enjoy a day of trout fishing with CPW volunteers and staff! 
Instructors will provide equipment and instruction on bait and spin cast fishing in the Colorado high country.  Free Event, but a 
valid fishing license is required for participants 16 years of age of older, state park fees also apply. Learn more about this Learn to 
Fish event. 
https://www.register-ed.com/events/view/183187 
 
Fly Fishing 101 at Staunton State Park 
Saturday, July 9 
Learn the basics of fly fishing from rod/reel set up, basic knots, casting, presentations, and types of flies. 
 
Ever wanted to give fly fishing a try but didn't know where to start? Are you new to fly fishing and looking for some tips to help 
you catch more fish? Then, this is the class for you! Learn all the basics from rod/reel set up, basic knots, casting, presentations, 
and types of flies. This free clinic will be held at Davis Ponds at Staunton State Park. All the necessary equipment will be provided 
for you, but you are welcome to bring your own if you prefer. Due to the potential danger inherent with wayward fly fishing 
casts we ask that all participants be at least 10 years old. 
 
All participants 16 years of age and older, need a valid fishing license to take part. 
 
We will hold a drawing at the clinic to win a full starter fly fishing set up valued at $350, so bring your good luck charms! All 
participants who attend the clinic will be entered into the drawing. 
 

https://coloradooutdoorsmag.com/protecting-endangered-fish-from-predation/
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/pages/calendar.aspx?calid=12049
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/pages/calendar.aspx?calid=12049
https://www.register-ed.com/events/view/183187
https://www.register-ed.com/events/view/183187
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Learn more about this Fly Fishing 101 event. 
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/pages/calendar.aspx?calid=11976 
 
Lady Anglers of Lincoln Hills - Fly Fishing 101 
Tuesday, July 12 
Registration required. 
Lady Anglers of Lincoln Hills Cares (LHC), in collaboration with Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW), are hosting FREE clinics for 
BIPOC Females (age 8 - 21) who wish to learn fly- fishing; during their time at the majestic Lake Pactolus at 8100ft, they will also 
gain education and knowledge about environmental sustainability, ethical wildlife fishing techniques, and learn about the 
history of Lincoln Hills.. Learn more about this Lady Anglers event. 
 
 
For more fishing event opportunities, please visit https://www.register-ed.com/programs/colorado. 
 

Take a Friend Fishing Contest 
 
Take a Friend Fishing, Hook Great Prizes - For the fourth consecutive year, Colorado Parks and Wildlife and our 
partner Colorado fishing companies are encouraging anglers to take a friend fishing.  As a reward for sharing your 
expertise and love of fishing, we’ve created a contest for mentors who take the time to pass on their knowledge. We 
are now offering prizes for the mentor as well as the mentee! For more information visit the Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife website - https://cpw.state.co.us/TakeAFriend 
 
 

 

 Now you can take the #ColoradoOutdoors anywhere. 
Follow us on @instagram @coparkswildlife! 
http://instagram.com/coparkswildlife  
 

 

 Check out our CPW community on Facebook 
Colorado anglers can “like" the CPW Facebook page to get tips, share stories and more. If you love the 
outdoors, this is the place to be. Before you head out, head for 
facebook.com/ColoradoParksandWildlife/. 
 

 

 Fish with us on Twitter 
Colorado anglers can get updates directly from CPW on Twitter. Follow @COParksWildlife. 
 

 
Stocking Report 
 

Body of Water  Region  Report Date  Link  

Pinewood Reservoir northeast 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Horsetooth Reservoir northeast 2022-07-01 Atlas 

https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/pages/calendar.aspx?calid=11976
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_o0n8F-q35CUcSfkqzDqviUfXb9YncVN9xmTtKY-J0o/viewform?fbclid=IwAR2memXSpeti5o7sE-0k4FyOlldlaVLDx_7joJ7SqNpW4lDkRKTu7ayRiRI&edit_requested=true
https://www.register-ed.com/programs/colorado
https://cpw.state.co.us/TakeAFriend
https://twitter.com/hashtag/ColoradoOutdoors?src=hash
https://twitter.com/instagram
https://twitter.com/instagram
http://t.co/wGKzBLGenq
http://www.facebook.com/cpwfishing
http://www.facebook.com/cpwfishing
http://twitter.com/COParksWildlife
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=284
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=538
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Body of Water  Region  Report Date  Link  

Sheriff Reservoir northwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Meadow Creek Park Pond northwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Dumont Lake northwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Ridgway Reservoir northwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Cottonwood Lake #4 northwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Slough Pond northwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Kriley Pond northwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Urad Mine Lake northwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Lost Lake Slough southwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Overland Reservoir southwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Roaring Judy Ponds southwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Cobbett Lake southwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Eggleston Lake, Big southwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Bailey Reservoir southwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=830
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=1332
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=786
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=62
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=121
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=249
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=248
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=593
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=776
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=307
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=839
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=195
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=323
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=732
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Body of Water  Region  Report Date  Link  

Irwin Lake southwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Pothole Lake #1 (lower) southwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Pothole Lake #2 (upper) southwest 2022-07-01 Atlas 

Carter Lake northeast 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Red Rock Lake northeast 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Sands Lake northeast 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Meadow Creek Reservoir northwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Mesa Lake northwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Beaver Lake northwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Glacier Springs Retention Pond northwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Jumbo Reservoir northwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Sunset Lake northwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Willow Creek Reservoir northwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Grand Lake northwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=654
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=773
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=772
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=77
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=199
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=43
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=797
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=131
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=41
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=42
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=1
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=110
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=853
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=83


 
 COLORADO PARKS & WILDLIFE ▪ 1313 Sherman St., Denver, CO 80203 ▪ (303) 297-1192 ▪ cpw.state.co.us 

Body of Water  Region  Report Date  Link  

Fraser Lions Club Kids Pond northwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Breeze Pond northwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Granby City Pond northwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Grizzly Reservoir northwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Lost Man Reservoir northwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Blue Lake southeast 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Cottonwood Lake southeast 2022-06-24 Atlas 

O'Haver Lake southeast 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Clear Creek Reservoir southeast 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Island Lake southwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Weir & Johnson Reservoir southwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Eggleston Lake, Big southwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Mountain Home Reservoir southwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Pac-Man Lake southwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=845
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=363
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=783
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=514
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=343
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=739
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=484
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=341
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=389
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=316
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=731
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=323
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=262
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=344
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Body of Water  Region  Report Date  Link  

Riverway Pond southwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Gunnison Pond southwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Ridgway Reservoir southwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Henderson Lake southwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

Animas River southwest 2022-06-24 Atlas 

 
Fishing Conditions 
 
Conditions Report – Metro 
 
Chatfield Reservoir 
This 1,356-acre impoundment is located in Chatfield State Park. Anglers are reporting good fishing for walleye near 
drop offs, roadbeds, or any other types of structure. The Smallmouth/Largemouth bite has slowed down and anglers 
have been most successful with worms and jigs near the North Ramp area. Trout fishing is reported as good with 
success on worms, dough baits and spoons. Water temperatures have been around 55*F with 3-4’ water clarity. The 
current water level is 5433’ 
Chatfield Reservoir 
 
Cherry Creek 
This 881-acre impoundment is located in Cherry Creek State Park, in Aurora. There are two entrances to the park, the 
east entrance off S. Dayton St. and the west entrance off S. Parker Rd. As of 5/26/2022, East Boat Ramp Open 7 Days a 
week from 6 AM to 10 PM 
West Boat Ramp Open Friday through Sunday 6 AM to 10 PM. (West Boat Ramp will remain closed Monday through 
Thursday). 
Due to limited staffing Decontaminations are available 8 AM to 8 PM, 7 Days a week Cherry Creek Reservoir 
 
Quincy Reservoir 
Trout fishing is slow to fair using spoons and flies. Bass fishing is fair to good using soft plastics and top water lures. 
Restricted to artificial flies and lures only. Electric motors only and only hand 
launched watercraft permitted. Vehicles and trailers are not permitted in the water. June Park Hours: 5:00am-
9:30pm. For more information call 303-326-8424. 
Quincy Reservoir 
 

  

http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=826
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=838
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=62
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=1787
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=1432
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/Chatfield
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/cherrycreek
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery%20Survey%20Summaries/QuincyReservoir.pdf
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Conditions Report – Northeast Colorado 
 
Antero Reservoir 
As of 6/30/2022, Angler’s Covey reports Antero has been fishing well as of late. The bug life is very diverse right now 
with callebaetis ruling the hatches. Chironomids are still active in the early morning. As the day progresses the 
hatches will expand. Damsels are also becoming prominent.  Its a literal buffet for the fish right now. Shore fishing is 
still doable, but float tubers, kayakers and boaters will benefit more now with the fish spreading out. The fish are 
starting to venture out more into the lake and that will continue as the weeds start to grow.  The boat ramps are 
open and kayak/float tuber anglers can launch from anywhere on the lake. 
 
The weather will be nice through the weekend, although we do have increased precipitation chances.  Keep an eye 
out to the west for storms. The wind appears to be a non factor for at least a couple of days.. As always, watch out for 
the wind in the afternoons. 
 
Fish are feeding opportunistically all over the lake. Static nymphing and slow stripping chironomids, callebaetis, 
damsels, wooly buggers and leeches have been effective. 
 
Fly Patterns: Candyshop callebaetis, #14-16, Damsel nymphs #12-16, Shroeders Callebaetis #14-16, Poxyback 
Callebaetis #14-16, Gallops callebaetis, #14-16, Scuds, orange, pink, and green #12-18, Egg patterns #14-16, Mayers 
Radiant jig mini leach, black, brown, Wooly buggers-brown, black, purple, olive #6-12, #14-16, Squirrel leaches, black, 
brown, olive #14-16, Chironomids-red, black #14-20, Zebra midge-black & red, #16-20, Balanced leaches, red, black, 
purple, green #10-16. 
 
Streamers: Stay to the rule of muted colors on bright days and flashier colors on cloudy days. 
 
Pike Bunnies, Double Gonga's, and larger articulated flies are periodically taking tiger Muskie. 
Angler’s Covey 
Antero Reservoir 
 
Cheesman Canyon – South Platte River 
As of 6/15/2022, Angler’s Covey reports, slow and low is the name of the game in the canyon right now. The 
lower flows have really cramped the hatches. Midges are the primary focus again. Look for the bugs to 
diversify with any flow increases. As far as we know, these flows will stay low for at least the next 2-3 weeks. 
 
The good news is that Denver Water has started to release the flows out of Cheesman through the bottom 
valves. This will cool off the river significantly. Fish will now be concentrated in deeper runs. The feeding may 
vary day to day just because of the high angling pressure and low water. Fishing is technical as usual. Sight 
fishing is our preferred method. 
 
Small bugs and light tippet are the standard year round in the canyon, but will be especially important in low 
flows. Midges, caddis, and BWOs are all taking fish. Don't be afraid to include larger food offerings such as 
leeches, scuds, caddis larva, worms, and cranefly larva. 
 
The weather will be great this week, but there will be increased afternoon storm chances. Lets hope that 
happens, we need it! 
 
Cheesman has been getting busier in recent weeks.  Remember this: If you arrive and there are no spots left 
in the parking lot, don't park on the road. You will get a ticket! 
Angler’s Covey Cheesman Canyon 
 
Dream Stream 
As of 6/30/2022, Angler’s Covey reports, “The flows rose to about 168 cfs a few days ago. This bodes well for the Dream. This is 
Aurora Water moving water downstream for demand. Its unknown how long these flows will stay at the rate, so get up there 
soon! 

https://anglerscovey.com/
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=379
https://anglerscovey.com/
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=1436
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You will have to cover ground to increase opportunities for the most productive days. Crowds are getting thicker.  Be prepared 
to cover ground and try not to park on a spot all day.  There are still some nice resident fish, but be prepared to work for them. 
Angler’s Covey 
Dream Stream 
 
Eleven Mile Reservoir 
As of 6/30/2022, Anglers Covey Reports “Summer is here and so are the "bugs of summer". Success has been stellar for those in 
boats, kayaks, or float tubes. Look for some days coming up with less wind. The pike bite is also very good right now as the 
spawn continues. The big midges are still hatching in the early mornings, but the Callebaetis are now taking over. We are also 
starting to see a good amount of damselflies. 
 
While there is still some opportunity from the bank, right now, fishing will be best from some type of watercraft. Trout are 
cruising at various depths in search of food. The key is being mobile until you find them. This is a great time to get out in your 
belly boats, kayaks, or boats. All boat ramps are open on 11 Mile. Be cautious in any watercraft in South Park on windy days, but 
especially 11 mile. 
 
The Pike are starting to spawn and this is a great time to start targeting them. Focus on cover, transition zones, or anywhere 
there will be some substrate. 
 
The weather will be very nice through the weekend and rain chances are fairly significant each afternoon. Keep an eye out for 
incoming thunderstorms in the afternoons. 11 mile can be downright scary during a storm, especially if you are in watercraft. 
Plan to start early and leave early.” 
Angler’s Covey 
Eleven Mile State Park 
 
Tarryall Reservoir 
As of 6/30/2022, Anglers Covey reports, “Tarryall has been fishing pretty good the last few weeks. While this lake typically 
attracts more conventional anglers, it is a great fly fishing venue. Often overlooked amongst Spinney and Antero, this lake does 
have a good trout population. This is a great location to walk the shorelines tossing hoppers. 
 
Chironomids, Callebaetis, Damsels, leaches, scuds, and streamers should be effective. The fish have started to transition out 
further into the lake. Some type of watercraft is ideal right now to access a lot of different areas of the lake. 
 
The weather this week will be beautiful with good rain chances every afternoon. 
 
The river is currently at 68 cfs below the lake, and also 60 cfs above. If you can find public water these are great flows for Tarryall. 
Angler’s Covey 
Tarryall Reservoir 
 

Conditions Report - Southeast Colorado 
 
Arkansas River – Leadville to Buena Vista 
As of 7/1/2022, Braden Baker with Ark Anglers writes, “Yesterday's rain brought some discoloration to the upper river yesterday 
evening but this morning things are clear again above Buena Vista.  This is an ideal wade fishing flow for Hayden Meadows and 
offer much easier access to areas like Granite and the rocky shoreline down through the Numbers and Railroad Bridge. Expect 
fish to move out of the fastest water into velocity shelters where they can hold/feed at a relaxed pace without expending much 
energy.  Try to find areas with walking speed current along the banks, in pocket water, and in back eddys where deflection and 
friction slow the water down.  Hayden Meadows will offer fish holding in much of the riffled water when food is available.  Larger 
leader material is a good idea; anything smaller than 4x is unneccessary at the moment.  Caddis hatches have kicked into gear 
alongside the start of yellow sally and golden stonefly emergences.  Green drakes are now hatching from Granite on up into 
Hayden Meadows and give more opportunities to tease fish to the surface with a large dry fly.   With the clear water, expect 
more realistic imitations to become more effective than we saw during high water.  Dry-dropper fishing is extremely effective on 
the upper river from this point forward, as the conditions of early summer make for opportunistic, competitive, aggressive 
feeding from our resident trout post-runoff and many fish will respond to attractor and terrestrial dry flies even during non-
hatch periods. 
ArkAnglers 
Arkansas River 

https://anglerscovey.com/
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=689
https://anglerscovey.com/
http://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/Parks/ElevenMile
https://anglerscovey.com/
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=178
http://www.arkanglers.com/
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
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Arkansas River – Buena Vista to Salida 
As of 6/28/2022, Braden Baker with Ark Anglers writes, “Rain and hail in the valley yesterday has caused many tributaries to run 
very dirty and the river below the confluence of Chalk Creek does not look good this morning.  Anglers should head upstream 
above Buena Vista today to seek better clarity.  Barring significant rain today, the river should recover quickly and be back on 
track tomorrow. 
 
After the effects of the rain pass through, the following report will apply once again: 
 
The river is clear and fishing well as flows recede following our peak current of runoff and the next 4-6 weeks will offer some of 
the best fishing of the whole season.  The receding flows are making for excellent float fishing conditions and more favorable 
wade/bank fishing opportunities.  If you've been on the fence about fishing, the time is NOW.  Wading anglers are still advised to 
minimize their in-stream wading and focus on fishing from the banks due to the higher summer flows.  At these levels expect 
fish to move out of the fastest water into velocity shelters where they can hold/feed at a relaxed pace without expending much 
energy.  Try to find areas with walking speed current along the banks, in pocket water, and in back eddys where deflection and 
friction slow the water down.  The water you might want to stand in is probably where you need to be casting.  Larger leader 
material is a good idea; anything smaller than 3x is unneccessary.  Yellow sallies and golden stoneflies are now hatching and 
these imitations are effective in both nymph and dry fly format for prospecting during the higher summer flows.  As we 
anticipate more summertime hatches, your tried and true attractor nymphs are going to be go-to patterns in nymph and dry-
dropper rigs; prince nymphs, pheasant tails, hare's ears, copper johns, etc. are the perfect, buggy, suggestive patterns to fish 
beneath a grasshopper, stonefly, or other attractor dry fly right along the bank.  Don't worry if you don't see fish rising; the 
higher flows usually allow us to tease fish to the surface on larger dry flies out of an opportunisitc, competitive response even in 
non-hatch periods.  Tributaries are clear and very approachable at current flows, making them very worthwhile as an alternative 
to the river for these seeking solitude.  Mid and high elevation lakes are beginning to open and give opportunities in the high 
country.  Most lakes are opening slightly earlier than normal due to the sub-par snowpack and recent warm weather. ” 
ArkAnglers Arkansas River 
 
Arkansas River – Salida to Canon City 
As of 7/1/2022, Braden Baker with Ark Anglers writes, “Despite rain in the valley yesterday, the lower basin still has very fishable 
conditions this morning.  Dropping flows have made for happy fish as we get further into the rhythm of summertime.  If you've 
been on the fence about fishing, the time is NOW.  At these levels expect fish to move out of the fastest water into velocity 
shelters where they can hold/feed at a relaxed pace without expending much energy.  Try to find areas with walking speed 
current along the banks, in pocket water, and in back eddys where deflection and friction slow the water down.  The water you 
might want to stand in is probably where you need to be casting.  Larger leader material is a good idea; anything smaller than 4x 
is unneccessary.  Yellow sallies and golden stoneflies are hatching and these flies are dry and nymph options to prospect with in 
the higher summer flows.  The dry and dry-dropper fishing is excellent when you combine these hatches with the aggressive, 
competitive nature of our trout population.  As we anticipate more summertime hatches, your tried and true attractor nymphs 
are going to be the go-to patterns in nymph and dry-dropper rigs; prince nymphs, pheasant tails, hare's ears, copper johns, etc. 
are the perfect, buggy, suggestive patterns to fish beneath a grasshopper or attractor dry fly right along the bank.  Don't worry if 
you don't see fish rising; the higher flows usually allow us to tease fish to the surface on larger dry flies out of an opportunisitc, 
competitive response even in non-hatch periods.  Tributaries are clear and very worthwhile as alternatives to the river for these 
seeking solitude.”  
ArkAnglers 
Arkansas River 
 

Conditions Report - Northwest Colorado 
 
Blue River – Silverthorne 
As of 6/23/2022, Cutthroat Anglers reports, “The "tailwater" section of Blue River through Silverthorne fishes fairly consistently 
year round. Water temps normally stay within the lower forties (fahrenheit), which doesn’t produce a large variety of hatches. 
For the most part, small midge larva, and Mysis Shrimp (small clear/white shrimp inhabiting Dillon Reservoir), are staples of the 
trouts diet. Things start to get more interesting if Dillon Reservoir reaches capacity and “spills” through the top release of the 
dam, instead of the bottom. This causes a larger variety of aquatic insects that live in the Blue River to become active, and 
therefore more available to trout. 
 

http://www.arkanglers.com/
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
http://www.arkanglers.com/
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
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The best technique is usually nymphing under a small, inconspicuous indicator. Adjust your weight and indicator depth 
depending on the depth of the piece of water you are working, and to the depth at which the fish are holding. Seeing rising fish 
is a possibility, as is seeing some action on streamers.” 
Cutthroat Anglers 
Blue River 
 
 
Eagle River 
As of 6/23/2022, Cutthroat Anglers report, “The Eagle River is a freestone tributary to the Colorado River, containing similar 
aquatic life. Its headwaters lie high in the White River National Forest, along Highway 24. These upper stretches are best for 
pocket water fishing with dry flies, and small nymphs. The majority of the public access for the Eagle is found along I-70 
between the towns of Minturn, and Gypsum. A river map showing public access areas can be useful when fishing the Eagle due 
to a high number of short public stretches divided by private land. Despite its close proximity to I-70, the Eagle remains a top 
notch fishery, boasting beautiful views, and trophy sized rainbows.Cutthroat Anglers 
Eagle River 
 
 
Vega 
As of 6/14/2022, Early Settlers and the Island boat ramps are open daily from 7:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Fishing is excellent at this 
time with anglers reporting catching some nice trout in the 16 - 18 inch range, using power bait, worms and spinners. Vega 
Reservoir 
 

Conditions Report - Southwest Colorado 
 
Animas River at Durango 
As of 6/28/2022, Duranglers reports, “It’s go-time for the Animas.  Caddis will hatch all summer. It seems mornings and evenings 
are making for the best dry fly fishing.  Watch for hatches of PMDs and small mayflies.  Throughout the day, nymph rigs and 
dry/droppers will be a go-to. Rain will require you to throw big nymphs or streamers if the water raises and discolors. 
Dries: Duranglers Peacock Caddis 12-16, Elk hair Caddis 14-18, Big Boned Caddis 14-16, Parachute Adams 12-16, Hare Wing 
Green Drake 12, Guide Chute Hare’s Ear 12-14. Pat’s Rubberlegs 8-12, Orange Psycho Prince and standard prince nymphs 14- 
18. McPhail Caddis, Barr’s Graphic Caddis 14-16, Czechmate Caddis 14, Rio’s Raindrop. 14-16. Streamers: GD Sculpin Snack, 
Kreelex, Mini-Dungeon, Sculpzilla, Sculpinator. 
Duranglers 
Animas River 
 
Gunnison (Black Canyon) 
As of 6/28/2022, Duranglers reports, “Low flows, but for now, fishing is good.  Stoneflies are out, hatches of BWOs and Caddis 
will be around so have a few small dries too dries.  Watch for yellow sallies. 
Dries: Christensen Salmonfly #8, Chubbies 8-12, Norm Woods Special or Stimulators 10-16, Duranglers Peacock Caddis 12- 16, 
Elk hair Caddis 14-18, Big Boned Caddis 14-16, Parachute Adams 14-20. 
Nymphs: Two-Bit Hooker 16-18, Frenchie 14-16, Napoleon Jig 14-16, McPhail Caddis Pupa, Deep 6 Caddis Pupa, Prince nymphs 
10-16, Runt Stone Golden 12-16, Flashback Pheasant Tail 14-18, Duracell Jig 12-16. 
Streamers: Buggers, Sculpzilla, Sparkle Minnow, Mini-Dungeon, Peanut Envy. 
Duranglers 
Gunnison 
 
Rio Grande 
As of 6/28/2022, Duranglers reports, “Flows are back with the rain…with more rain on the way. Remember, Clouds=mayflies.  
Flow bumps may disorient fish for a day, but keep at it. 
 
There are a few smaller brown and golden stones still flying around, but drakes, PMDs, and Caddis are where it’s at. 
Dries: Christensen Salmonfly #8, Chubbies 12-16, Norm Woods Special or Stimulators 10-14, Duranglers Peacock Caddis 12- 16, 
Elk hair Caddis 14-18, Big Boned Caddis 14-16, Parachute Adams 12-16, Hare Wing Green Drake 12, Guide Chute Hare’s Ear 12-
14, Rocky Mountain Mint 14-16. 
Nymphs: Pat’s Rubberlegs 8-12, 20 Incher 8-10, Prince nymphs 10-16, Runt Stone Golden 12-16. Duranglers 
Rio Grande 
 

https://fishcolorado.com/
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=665
https://fishcolorado.com/
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=617
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/Vega
https://cpw.state.co.us/placestogo/parks/Vega
https://duranglers.com/
https://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/index.html?app=FishingAtlas&keyword=fspot&value=1432
https://duranglers.com/
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=610
https://duranglers.com/
http://ndismaps.nrel.colostate.edu/fishingatlas/index.aspx?keyword=fspot&value=606
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Catch of the Week 

 
 

Congrats to Johno Boberts with a monster bass at Prospect Park Lake North. Nice catch! 
 

 
Would you like to be featured in the next CPW Fishing Report’s Catch of the Week?  

Share your photo! 
Email dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us and put “Catch of the Week” in the subject line 

 
 
 

Tip of the Week - Fishing Nets 

History 

Evidence of fishing nets is present in Egyptian art, sculptures and hieroglyphics, dating back to pre 3000 
BC.  During the classical period, the Greeks and Romans viewed fishing as central to their life. They wrote 
poems that referenced net types and different techniques for fishing in or around the year 180. 

Materials 

Fishing nets were made from a variety of materials that were indigenous to the region, and had countless 
designs by the first century AD. Some of the earliest materials were grass, small branches from trees or 

mailto:dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us
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brush, and leather strips that were inter woven. As civilizations advanced, materials included wool or 
cotton. Those materials were then spun or braided into ropes or twine.  

Types of nets  

Some of the first fishing nets resembled casting and dip nets. Other nets had rigid wood frames, and were 
designed to swat fish out of shallow streams. Large nets were firmly secured to the banks and stretched 
across rivers, creating a fish dam. The captured fish could then be harvested as needed, using smaller nets. 

Fish-Friendly nets 

Fish friendly nets are designed to protect the fish while in the net. Fish can be injured if they become 
entangled in the netting. Thin, coarse-nylon, that is knotted together to form the openings in the net is not 
recommended; the fish has a good chance of slipping thru these larger openings, causing damage to the 
gills or fins. A softer, coated nylon or rubber netting that is knotless will reduce tangling and cradles your 
catch. Some fish nets have a flat bottom which helps during hook removal, and makes for an easier 
release.     

Thru the years materials and designs for fishing nets have come a long way. Nets produced today use a 
variety of woods. Walnut, cherry, oak, maple and sycamore are bent using steam and laminated together. 
Some nets are hand produced. They offer inlays, hand carvings and are truly a work of art. 

Email us at dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us 
 
We would love to hear back from our subscribers regarding fishing reports, tips, and 
requests of material you would like to start seeing more of. Any useful feedback 
helps us make our fishing reports a “go to” resource for anglers fishing Colorado’s 
waters. If you would like to report water and/or fishing conditions to be used in the 
next fishing report, feel free to submit a report to dnr_fish.reporter@state.co.us.  
******************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
DNR Fish Reporter 
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